
 

Jemima Chambers Southern Claims Commission petition, Fayette County Tennessee 

 

Interesting read about the Civil War and Reconstruction from one family’s perspective. 

 

Source of these papers: 

 

This file was downloaded as recommended by the Tennessee State Library & Archives, 

Tennessee Department of State and they live up to their mission: 

"The mission of the Office of the Secretary of State is to exceed the expectations of our 

customers, the taxpayers, by operating at the highest levels of accuracy, cost-

effectiveness, and accountability in a customer-centered environment." 

 

They offered to copy and send the items but for about the same cost I could subscribe to 

Fold 3.  The web site Fold3.com has the disallowed, barred and allowed claims from the 

Southern Claims Commission. (I subscribed and downloaded from here). 

“You may also wish to see if a library in your area subscribes to the Fold3 web site.  

The records at the Tennessee State Library and Archives are open to the public. You are 

welcome to come in Tuesday through Saturday 8:00am - 4:30pm (Central Time) to 

search the records yourself and make your own copies. Additional information about the 

library (including directions, parking and holiday hours) can be found on our web site at 

http://www.tn.gov/tsla/VisitorsGuide.htm.” 

 

Personal note from this researcher (a relative):  
 

Bear in mind that this is sworn testimony in the hopes of getting restitution for property 

taken by Union soldiers with officers present.  The testimony was presented about 10 

years after the fact by a 61 year old widow whose 57 year old husband died while this 

was happening.  He had about 11 slaves at the time and they had 460 acres under 

cultivation.  His will was stolen and his death left a 48 yr old woman with 15 and 8 year 

old daughters to protect the property.  The testimony was also corroborated by at least 

one former slave (not theirs) present at the time of the incident. 

 

Other facts: 

The testimony includes no mention of how he died or who stole his will.  The city of 

Moscow TN was subsequently burned to the ground.  In the 1880’s the family is in Titus 

County TX and the son in law is given a “Power of Attorney” by this widow to return to 

the area to salvage any remaining assets. 

 

Ken Cox 

February 2012 

 














































































































